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CONFIDENTIAL MEXICO 21335 


SECDEF FOR ISA(SA)DSAA; USCINCSO FOR SCSA 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, SHUM, MX 

SUBJECT: STATUS OF DIPLOMATIC NOTE RELATING TO IMPLEMEN- 
TATION OF NEW STATUTORY CONDITION OF ELIGIBILITY FOR MIL- 
ITARY ASSISTANCE AND TRAINING 

REF: MEXICO 20589 

1 . ON 19 DEC, EMBASSY OFFICERS VISITING FOREIGN RELATIONS 

ON ANOTHER MATTER INQUIRED ABOUT THE STATUS OF DRAFT REVI 
SION OF DIPLOMATIC NOTE WHICH WAS DELIVERED AS OUTLINED IN 
REF. 

2. AMBASSADOR MANUEL BARTLETT, DIRECTOR-IN-CHIEF BI- 
LATERAL AFFAIRS, REPLIED THAT FONSEC CONSIDERING REVISION 
BUT NOTED THAT ITS ACCEPTABILITY IS DIRECTLY RELATED TO 
BROADER QUESTION OF ENTIRE U.S. PROGRAM OF MILITARY ASSIS- 
TANCE AND CONGRESSIONAL REQUIREMENT THAT THERE BE AN 
ANNUAL ASSESSMENT OF HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN MEXICO. 
SPEAKING PERSONALLY, AMB BARTLETT IMPLIED THAT 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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THERE IS AN INTERNAL DEBATE ON WHETHER THE U.S. SECURITY 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM WAS WORTH THE PRICE IN TERMS OF U.S. 
INTERFERENCE WITH MEXICAN SOVEREIGNTY. 

3. COMMENT: IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT THE FOREGOING VIEWS 
ARE THOSE OF ONLY ONE MEXICAN OFFICIAL, ALBEIT WELL PLACED, 
AND THAT THE GOM'S POSITION ON CONTINUING U.S. MILITARY 
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ASSISTANCE WILL NOT BE KNOWN UNTIL AFTER JANUARY PUBLI- 
CATION OF THE NEXT REQUIRED REPORT ON HUMAN RIGHTS ON 
MEXICO. UNDER CIRCUMSTANCES, EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT ADDI- 
TIONAL PRESSURE REGARDING THE "EQUIPMENT RELATED TRAINING" 

ISSUE WOULD BE UNWISE AT THIS TIME BECAUSE IT MIGHT EN- 
DANGER ENTIRE SECURITY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM. LUCEY 
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